Knights of Columbus

Orange County Chapter

By-Laws

Section 1. Name and Composition

This body shall be known as the Knights of Columbus ORANGE COUNTY CHAPTER and shall be
composed of all of the councils of the Knights of Columbus within the jurisdiction of the Diocese of
Orange, California, who choose to join in accordance with the Laws of the Order.

Section 2. Purpose

The primary purpose of the Chapter is to promote the general welfare of the Order; to adopt measures

for the promotion of activities within the councils which become affiliated with the Chapter; to promote
good will and understanding among councils and members generally, and to promote and sponsor such
other activities as may from time to time become desirable in the interest of the Order and the Church.

Section 3. Elected Officers. Chapter shall consist of the following officers who shall each serve a one (1)
year term:

(a) Chapter President
(b) Chapter Vice President
(c) Chapter Secretary
(d) Chapter Treasurer

Members who have served two terms in the same elected position shall be ineligible for reelection to that
position.

Section 4. Duties of Elected Officers.

(&) The Chapter President is the Chief Executive Officer of the Chapter and shall preside at all Chapter
meetings. He shall approve, in writing, all orders drawn on the Treasury for the payment of monies on behalf
of the Chapter and shall perform such other duties required of the office. He is empowered to appoint Third
Degree members to be chairmen of various committees and for positions established annually.

(b) The Chapter Vice President shall perform the duties of the Chapter President when he is absent and shall
perform such other duties as may be delegated to him by the Chapter President.

(c) The Chapter Secretary will keep a record of all minutes of the meetings of the Chapter and shall
ensure that each officer, represented council, and Past Chapter Presidents (requesting a copy) receives a
published copy of these minutes 15 days prior to the next Chapter meeting. He shall prepare orders for
the payment of bills and shall present them to the Chapter for their consideration. He shall also perform
such other duties as the Chapter President may delegate to him.

(d) The Chapter Treasurer is the Chief Financial Officer and shall keep all books and records of financial
accounts, signing checks on orders drawn upon him by the Secretary, said checks to be co-signed by the
President. The Treasurer shall send out all bills and collect all dues and contributions, keeping accurate
records thereof. He shall present a report of the Chapter's financial condition at each meeting and have his
books audited by a committee of Past Chapter Presidents before the end of the fraternal year. The Treasurer
shall ensure that all necessary forms and reports are filed with the US Internal Revenue Service and
California Franchise Tax Board on a timely basis.



Section 5. Appointed Positions. The Chapter Chaplain shall be selected by the Chapter President in
accordance with any rules established by the Bishop of the Chapter Chaplain’s Diocese. Other appointed
positions may include Chapter Advocate, Chapter Warden (or Chapter Marshal), Chapter Trustees (or
Chapter Financial Advisors). The Chapter is required to have one or more Chapter Trustees or Chapter
Financial Advisors who should be the Immediate Past Chapter President and Past Chapter Presidents.

Section 5. Election of Officers.

(a) The Chapter President shall appoint a Nominating Committee in January, who will work under the
Chairmanship of the Immediate Past President of the Chapter. The President and Chaplain are ex-officio
members of this committee.

(b) The Nominating Committee shall render its report at the meeting in March. Not less than three (3)
weeks prior to this meeting, all member councils shall be notified that nominations of officers for the
coming Columbian Year will be in order. After this report, other nominations may be made from the floor.
Nominations shall be made and closed in the accustomed manner.

(c) The election of officers shall be by secret ballot during a regular business meeting held between the
second week of April and the end of June of each year. A majority of all votes cast by Chapter
Representatives shall be necessary to elect. In the event there is only one nominee for a particular office,
the President may make a motion to declare the nominee elected by acclamation. Chapter officers shall
hold their offices until the first of July of the following year and until their successors are elected and
qualified. The State Deputy or his representative shall install each newly elected officer.

(d) All elections are to be conducted as found in the Charter Constitution and Laws of the Supreme
Council. Elections are to be held in accordance with Chapter by-laws and associated instructions and/or
guidance.

Section 6. Chapter Representatives. The Chapter's representatives shall consist of:

(a) the Grand Knight and two elected representatives from a member council
(b) District Deputies within the Chapter's jurisdiction

(c) the State Deputy

(d) the Chapter officers

(e) any current Supreme Director residing in the state;

Each representative is entitled to one vote. In the event a council representative is unable to attend a
Chapter meeting, the council's Grand Knight shall appoint a temporary alternate to replace the
representative. The temporary alternate shall have the same authority as the elected representative.

Section 7. Funds

The Chapter shall have the authority to levy, collect and enforce dues assessments upon its affiliated
councils in order to defray the costs of legitimate administrative expenses. No assessment, other than
what has been previously approved, shall be levied or collected unless, (1) the new assessment is
announced at a regular business meeting; (2) notice of the assessment is published and disseminated to
the Chapter’s representatives at least seven days prior to the date of the meeting during which a vote will
be held to consider the assessment; and (3) the assessment is approved by a two-thirds majority of the
representatives present and voting.

The dues for each affiliated council shall be established by the Chapter at the beginning of each new
fraternal year and must be paid by the first of January. Collected dues shall be deposited into the Chapter’s
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General Fund. Councils failing to pay such assessments within the prescribed time shall be denied
representation in the Chapter while said default exists.

Unless otherwise authorized by the Chapter, all funds obtained by the Chapter shall be deposited into the
Chapter’s General Fund. All general expenses, operating expenses, and obligations shall be paid from the
General Fund.

No money in excess of five hundred dollars (5500.00) shall be paid or transferred from the Treasury of
this Chapter unless a two-thirds vote of the members present and voting at a regular business meeting
held subsequent to a regular meeting at which a notice in writing as to the purpose and transfer of such
money shall have been given and regularly read. All checks shall be signed by the Chapter Treasurer and
Chapter President, or in the absence or disability of one, by the Chapter Vice President. Two signatures
are required.

The Chapter may from time-to-time receive monies designated for special projects or charitable activities
specified by the donor or affiliated councils. Charitable funds shall be held separate from the Chapter
General Fund in a Charity Fund designated for the project or recipient and used solely for the purpose for
which they are intended.

Vic Katcher — Memorial Fund — This fund shall be kept in a separate account and the income
from the invested fund shall be dedicated to RSVP scholarships for seminarians and
religious brothers and sisters. The RSVP Scholarships shall be awarded by the Chapter
President’s Council and said Council will retain the RSVP Rebates.

Section 8. Special Needs Standing Committee.

(a) The Orange County Chapter shall maintain a Special Needs Standing Committee (Committee)
established for the sole purpose of distributing funds for those with Intellectual Disability/Special Needs
(ID/SN) activities conducted within the Diocese of Orange and managing funds collected for these
needs. The primary focus shall be to support the activities designated by the Bishop of Orange as the
primary focus of the Knights of Columbus in the

Diocese of Orange.

(b) The Committee shall consist of the Orange County Chapter president as an ex officio voting member
and six representatives from the councils in the Chapter, The representatives of the councils shall be
elected in groups of two (A, B, C,) each group serving overlapping three year terms. The chair of the
committee shall be selected by the committee.

(c) The Chapter shall establish a K of C Donor Assisted Fund (DAF) account. The account shall be set up
to authorize the OC Chapter president and the chair of the committee to jointly authorize distribution of
these funds. The funds in this account are not a part of the Chapter operating funds and are maintained
as separate accounts. The DAF shall be managed by a designated member of the committee, not the
Chapter treasurer.

(d) All funds collected by the councils for the ID/SN drive and allocated to the Chapter shall be placed
into the DAF for subsequent dispersal to designated qualified charities focused on those with Special
Needs and/or Intellectual Disabilities (501.c.3). The Committee shall give a financial status and
distribution report to the general Chapter membership at each Chapter meeting.



Section 9. Meetings.

All Chapter meetings shall be open to all members in possession of a current membership card and shall
occur no less than every other month.

The proceedings of the Chapter shall be in accordance with the laws and rules of the Supreme Council
and the rules of Parliamentary Law known as Robert’s Rules of Order Revised. Further, these By-laws may
be temporarily suspended by a declaration of the Chapter President, subsequently approved unanimously
by the voting representatives present at the meeting in which the declaration is made.

In order for the Chapter to vote on any issue a quorum of representatives from twelve councils must be
present.

Special meetings of the Chapter shall be convened either by the direction of the Chapter President, by a
majority of the Officers, or on the petition of five Grand Knights of the member councils provided the
petition is forwarded to the Chapter President at least five business days

prior to the date of the proposed meeting.

Officer’s meetings, which may include as participants duly appointed District Deputies assigned to the
Chapter and Chapter Committee Chairmen, shall be held regularly and will take place prior to each Chapter
regular meeting unless otherwise designated by the President. They shall appraise all business brought before
them and make recommendations at the General meeting as the officers deem necessary.

Order of Business. The order of business at all meetings of the Chapter shall be:

Call to Order

Check of Membership Cards

Opening Prayer

Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call of Officers

Chaplain’s Report

Reading of Minutes of Previous Meeting

Reading of Communications and Bills

President’s Report

Roll Call and Reports of District Deputies and Councils
. Treasurer’s Report

. Report of Committees

. Unfinished Business

. New Business

. Insurance Agent’s Report

. Good of the Order (includes address by dignitaries)

. Vice President’s Report on the Sick and Deceased

. President Will Give the Time and Place of the Next Meeting
. Closing Prayer and Conclusion of the Meeting
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Section 10. Chapter Trustees (or Chapter Financial Advisors) are required to conduct an audit of all
Chapter funds following the guidance found in the Charter Constitution and Laws of the Supreme Council.
By August 15 of each year, a copy of the audit must be provided to the State Secretary for review and
recording purposes.



Section 11. Amendments
(a) These By-laws or any part thereof may be amended or repealed at any meeting of the Chapter by a two-

thirds vote of those representatives present, but such amendment or repeal shall not be effective until
approval of the Supreme Advocate.

(b) Conformance with Supreme Laws. Authority is hereby vested in the elected officers of the Orange
County Chapter to conform these or any duly enacted amendments to these By-laws to the Supreme

Laws adopted by the Supreme Board of Directors of the Knights of Columbus.

We hereby certify that the above by-laws were duly and regularly adopted by the officers and
representatives of the Orange County Chapter, after due notice, at the regular meeting on August 26, 2021.

Date:

Glen Howard, Chapter President

Date:

Vince Vasquez, Chapter Secretary



